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Counsel1 as Director of Public Prosecutions made 1879.
bribery more dangerous, that being one of the
offences with which private persons were unlikely
to meddle. To make the punishment of crime the
exclusive business of the State,, as it is in Scotland
and in most foreign countries, was an innovation
which could not be expected from a Conservative,
and has not been adventured by a Liberal Ministry.
The Director of Public Prosecutions is subject to
the Attorney-General, and only interferes to pre-
vent a miscarriage of justice. The Public Prosecu-
tions Bill was not opposed. The Public Works
Loan Bill was fought with determination, chiefly Loans Act
by Mr. Chamberlain,, to the end. The Bill was
designed to protect the Treasury against applica-
tions for loans from local authorities. It could not
be denied that the money was borrowed for good
purposes,, such as the provision of elementary schools
and the improvement of houses and drains. Nor
did the Treasury fail to protect itself by charging
a higher rate of interest than it paid. But the
Chancellor of the Exchequer was alarmed at the
rapid growth of these advances, estimated at more
than twenty millions in ten years, and he proposed
various checks upon municipal extravagance. Here,
however, he came into collision with the leaders
of municipal enterprise, ably represented by Mr.
Chamberlain, and all he could get, after a stiff
Parliamentary fight, was the limitation of annual
borrowing by a single authority to a hundred
thousand pounds. He was more successful with
a measure directly suggested by the failure of
the Glasgow Bank. The effect of this national
calamity was enhanced by a decision of the House April T,
of Lords, affirming the Court of Session in Scot-
land, that a trustee in whose name shares had been
registered was liable to the last penny of his own

1 Mr, Manle.